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September 18, 2007

Mr. Robert Francis, Jr.
1625 Southwood Dr,
Mishawaka, IN 46544

Dear Mr. Francis:

I am writing to inform you that ] am overturning the findings and sanctions thar resulted

from the charges filed against you during Spring Semester 2007 under the TU South Bend
Code of Stndent Rizhts, Responsibilitics and Bthics.

The complaint against you alleged thar questions and comments made by you in an
interview with two cast members of “The Vagina Monolognes” violated the Clode.
Following an investigation of this complaint and a report emanating from that
investigation, the Associate Vice Chancellor for Student services who filled the role of the
Dean of Students, determined that yon had violated w0 sections of the Code, the
prohibitions against conduct that is “lewd, indecent or obscens™ and against
hazing/stalldng and specific sanctions were imposed.

"The Code provides two levels of appesl to a student who believes that 2 finding that a

violation of the Code ocomed is in error, that sanctions imposed related to a finding of a
Code violation ace improper, or both. Asccordingly, you were notified of your right to
appeal to 2 Hearing Commisgion, and you took that appeal.

A heatiag was held, and the Hearing Commission determined that you had not sngaged in
stalking or hazing, but that vou had engaged in conduct thet was, in the Code’s
terroinology, “lewd, indecent, or ohscene” and adopred the sanctions that had beeq
identified in the original finding. The Heearing Commission’s decision 186 informed you
that you had the right to appeal its decision 10 4 Review Board.

accepted the letter wrinten on your behalf by Tara Sweeney of FIRE 2 your 2ppeal of the
Fearing Commission's Tnmme 13, 2007 decision. This i an musuaal step, but I find it to be
appropriate under the circumstances.

This situation was ripe for misunderstanding between the participants fror the outset,
Simply putting on the production of “The Vagina Monologues™ is still considered by many
to be controversial in and of itself, given its Trank focus on female sexuality and its explicit
language. While female actors performing “The Vagina Monologues™ should certainly ba
prepared for provocative questons in an interview about the show, it is clear to me that the
complaints against you arose, not at the outset of the interviews, but at a nebulous point
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péi; f?;?fii tgmomew1§$:£ :ef.;oﬂl;eggm;e.d ﬂ'gs to be a critical Juncture, noting that at some
: view .- o uly and was no longer an educatiopal disenss:
;T;Itural 158ues associated with the partienlar menologue that Ms. Smits was pez;é:zzj:xi
aﬁ?ﬁéﬂ };Edugza.tmmaz st&z.ndpoim, 1 agree with the conclugions of Ms. Pfeiffer, M3 Whi‘tz
I3 j i i i { i
I A0 Qammzsszon that the digression into your intimate persona] exXperiences
some Kind of response from the University. This response could have

tlf;fi;f? iisi;;g:f; ;ﬁchejgu %;: ?eﬁnﬁ;gsigy e@ﬁid in trying to address these issues

‘ : : ode of Student Rights, Responsibilis,

i¢ designed o address behavigr de,c I 4 o Bl g oondut
char 2, conduct) and not speech. The charge fi =ai

you shiould have been dismissed at the outset based on that distinction. e fled aginar

%gés]ggg T:h&% 117913051@11' of sanctions hased on Your exercise of your right to free tpeech
o szi;?aiﬁzlaz };pn.nmplc_sz Tam d.ismi‘ssing your complaint against the V Club becaus‘e
et nie e;mpcsmon of sanctions based on their exersise of the right the IU
PR T8 have to make complgmts through University channels abous alleped
S ;31 ns. The fact t_ha:t the complaints were ultimately dismissed does not

&Y were wrongly filed in the firet place. e

To give effect 10 the reversal of the sancti i
: ons against you, the re
tamed in on Angust 21 will be removed from your filg, SIPOnSe paper st you

Sincerely,

tna Mae Reck
Chancellor
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