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Former VSU student sues University
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January 11, 2008

Valdosta - A former student from 
Valdosta State University has filed a 
federal lawsuit against the school and 
it's president, Ronald Zaccari.

Hayden Barnes filed the lawsuit on 
Wednesday.

He says he feels the University
violated his first and fourteenth 
amendment rights when they 
expelled him for voicing his opinion 
about building two new 30 million 
dollar parking decks on campus.

Zaccari took that opinion as a threat.

The lawsuit comes just a week before 
the Board of Regents is set to meet 
and determine if they will settle 
Barnes' appeal of the expulsion in or 
out of court.

That decision could determine the 
outcome of the suit. 

"I think that would be a powerful 
indicator in court for Hayden's 
lawsuit, that the first amendment 
was violated, that the University's own rules were violated 
and President Zaccari needs to be held accountable in a court 
of law for taking those actions," says Will Creeley, a 
spokesman for Barnes and FIRE.

Barnes is asking for any damages to be paid and to be 
allowed admission back to VSU.

The University say they are not able to comment since the 
case is still a pending legal matter.

Feedback: news@walb.com?subject=vsusuit

Do not call registry

The National Do 
Not Call Registry 
gives you a choice 
about whether to 
receive 
telemarketing calls 
at home 

Get a free yearly 

credit report

Credit bureaus 
must give you a 
free copy of your 
credit report, once 
every 12 months.

Better Business 
Bureau

Since the founding 
of the first BBB in 
1912, the BBB 
system has proven
that the majority of 
marketplace 
problems can be 
solved fairly 
through the use of
voluntary 
self-regulation and 
consumer 
education. 

Consumer Reports

A comprehensive 
source for unbiased 
advice about 
products and 
services, personal
finance, health and 
nutrition, and other 
consumer 
concerns. 

Bureau of Consumer 
Protection

Our mandate is to 
protect consumers 
against unfair, 
deceptive, or
fraudulent 
practices.
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Check Out Our Lifestyle Channels!

• Beauty/Style

• Horoscopes

• House/Home

• Movie Times

• Pets
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FirstGov for 
Consumers

Your resource for 
consumer 
information from 
the federal 
government. 

Georgia Criminal 
Search

 Click here to
search Georgia 
Department of 
Corrections files for 
people with a 
criminal record.

Georgia Sex Offender 
Registry

  Sex offenders
who have been 
released from 
prison, placed on 
probation, parole, 
or supervised 
release after July 1, 
1996. 
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