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June 19, 2000

Nicholas Hentoff

Legal Director

Foundation for Civil Rights and Education, Inc.
The Lafayette Building

437 Chestnut Street, Suite 200

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Re:  Your Letter to Ball State University President John Worthen Concerning
Recognition of Student Religious Organizations

Dear Mr. Hentoff:

We are the attorneys for Ball State University. President Worthen asked that I respond
to your above-referenced letter.

The issue raised by your letter has been under review by various bodies within the
University’s Student Affairs area for nearly a year. After careful study, Ball State
University has determined that it will not require student religious organizations, as a
condition of recognition, to include in their constitutions a provision prohibiting
discrimination in member selection to the extent that doing so would be contrary to the
organization’s religious beliefs or tenets. However, the University will continue its
current policy of limiting University funding of programs and activities to those which
are open to all students without regard to race, religion, national origin, gender, age,
disability, sexual orientation, or Viet Nam Veteran status.

We believe this answers the concern raised in your letter. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to call or write.
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