
What is a hate crime?

Section 485 NYS Penal Law:

A person commits a hate crime when they commit a “specified offense” and intentionally selects the victim or commits the

act, in whole or in substantial part, because of a belief or perception regarding the race, color, national origin, ancestry,

gender, gender identity or expression, religion, religious practice, age (over 60), disability, or sexual orientation of a person,

regardless of whether the belief or perception is correct, or not.

What is a “specified offense”?

A "specified offense" is any of the following or any attempt or conspiracy to do so:

assault (1st, 2nd or 3rd degree);

aggravated assault upon a person less than eleven years old;

menacing (1st, 2nd or 3rd degree);
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reckless endangerment (1st or 2nd degree);

strangulation (1st or 2nd degree);

manslaughter (1st or 2nd degree);

murder (2nd degree);

stalking (1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th degree);

rape (1st degree);

criminal sexual misconduct (1st degree);

sexual abuse (1st degree);

aggravated sexual abuse (1st or 2nd degree);

unlawful imprisonment (1st or 2nd degree);

kidnapping (1st or 2nd degree);

coercion (1st degree);

criminal trespass (1st or 2nd degree);

burglary (1st, 2nd or 3rd degree);

criminal mischief (1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th degree);

arson (1st, 2nd or 3rd degree);

petit larceny; grand larceny (1st , 2nd, 3rd or 4th degree);

robbery (1st, 2nd, or 3rd degree),

harassment (1st degree),

aggravated harassment (2nd degree)

Does a hate crime happen without another crime?

Usually, committing a “hate crime” means that a person has committed another crime with a motivation of bias toward

the victim.

For example, criminal mischief is the crime of intentionally damaging someone's property without their permission. If

the person intentionally damaged someone’s property because of that person’s race, then they have committed



criminal mischief and they have also committed a hate crime.

The exception is the crime of aggravated harassment, which specifies certain acts as criminally biased conduct by

themselves. These include damaging a religious building, setting fire to a cross, displaying a noose, or drawing/placing

a swastika on any property.

Criminal Penalties

When a person is convicted of a NYS Penal Code Hate Crime and the “specified offense” is a

violent felony: the hate crime will be deemed a violent felony offense

misdemeanor or a class C, D, or E felony: the hate crime shall be deemed to be one category higher than the specified

offense

Class B Felony: mandatory maximum terms must be used (from 6 years to indeterminate) based on sentencing

A-1 Felony: Minimum period of indeterminate sentence shall be not less than 20 years

The court may also require defendant to complete a program, training session or counseling session directed at hate crime

prevention and education.

Vassar Bias & Hate Crimes

Generally, bias-related acts are characterized by some expression of hate or bias against a particular group, or towards

an individual because of their membership (or perceived membership) in that group.

Bias incidents may range from acts considered to be offensive to actions that cause harm. Although bias-related acts

sometimes constitute discrimination or hate crimes, not all bias incidents rise to the level of discrimination or a hate

crime. Bias acts may be verbal, written, or contained in an image, or physical in nature. These behaviors often

contribute to creating an unsafe or unwelcoming environment for individuals and social identity groups.

College sanctions for bias and hate crimes range from restorative actions up to and including dismissal from college.

Reporting a Hate Crime or Bias-related Incident



We encourage any campus community member who experiences or witnesses a Hate Crime to report the incident

immediately by contacting:

Vassar College Campus Safety Office at (845) 437-7333

Town of Poughkeepsie Police at (845) 485-3666

Dutchess County 911

*Vassar campus is equipped with emergency phones (also known as blue phones); these emergency phones are strategically

located throughout College properties. The emergency phones are easily identified by their blue lights

Incidents that do not require an emergency response may be reported to Vassar College by:

contacting the Vassar College EOAA/Title IX Office at (845) 437-7924

submitting an online report using the Discrimination, Harassment, and Sexual Misconduct Incident Reporting Form or

the Social Identity Harm Reporting Form.

speaking with your House Advisor or the Administrator on Call (AOC)

Call Campus Safety at (845) 437-7333 to request the AOC

Vassar Procedures

When a hate crime is processed through the local police department, Campus Safety will:

Arrange for the complainant to meet with the police and assist with providing summary information which can be used

for investigative and legal procedures

Share summary information with the Community Expectation, EOAA/Title IX, and/or Human Resources Offices as

appropriate

Refer to Vassar College Regulations for Vassar’s complaint procedures

When a hate crime or bias-related is reported to the Bias Incident Response Team (BIRT), they will:

Determine the type of offense and refer the matter to the appropriate office
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Recommend internal communications to affected segments of campus community

Recommend educational responses

Engage in “impact conversations” with individual students

On and off-campus support services can be found on the Dean of the College webpage.

*on-campus resources are included in this presentation

CARE (Case Management, Advocacy, Resources, and Education)

Assistance with connecting to on-campus and off-campus resources, advocacy services

Community Expectations and Conflict Resolution

Share concerns or situations with the College and learn tips for resolving conflict

Counseling Service

All student services are free and confidential

Dean of Studies Office

Advisors work with students one-on-one to address academic and personal matters

First-generation, Low Income (FLI) Program (formerly the Transitions Program)

Four-year program for first-generation, low-income, and/or undocumented students

First-Year Experience (FYE)

Provides integrative first-year programs across student life and academic affairs.

Support Services Cont.

Health Services

https://offices.vassar.edu/dean-of-the-college/wellness-resources/


Support for physical and emotional health and well-being

International Services (OIS)

Supports international students in transitioning to a new country and culture

LGBTQ+ Center

Provides social, cultural, and academic programming

Residential Life

Advocates for and advises students.

Restorative Practices

Supports the community in constructively addressing and navigating conflict

Support, Advocacy, and Violence Prevention (SAVP)

Provides individualized support and advocacy to survivors of violence

Incident Documentation and Evidence Preservation

If possible, take a picture of any evidence

Do not destroy or tamper with evidence

Write down what happened, include:

the date time and location of the incident

the identity of the offender if known or provide a detailed description

a list of all witnesses and their contact information

oral vor written comments/drawings/markings/symbols (ex. Graffiti, social media postings, text, and other

communications, etc.)

the property targeted, or objects or items taken or left behind



activity occurring at the time

past incidents of the same nature or in the same location, and/or the incident coincides with a particular

holiday or event

* If police or Campus Safety are contacted ensure they are made aware of all evidence.

Methods used to advise and update students about security procedures

Security procedures information can be found in the Vassar College Security and Fire Safety Report, issued annually to

all. These procedures are also shared:

during new student orientation and student fellow training

through the distribution of printed material to student rooms

on the Campus Safety website and

at organized events

During emergencies or when criminal activity poses an ongoing threat to the campus community, Vassar College’s

Campus Safety Office issues timely warnings or emergency alerts. These communications contain a brief description of

the incident; the date, time, and location of the incident; and precautions to take.

Campus Offices such as Residential Life, Campus Activities, Support Advocacy and Violence Prevention, Health

Promotion and Education, and the Dean of the College also partner with Campus Safety to issue communications, hold

educational events, distribute materials and maintain websites that advise and update students on security

procedures.

Multiple means of communicating emergency information, including the Vassar College website, automated

telephone and text messaging, an emergency siren, emails, and digital signage are utilized during emergencies.

*Students should email registrar@vassar.edu to update their phone and other emergency contact information.

Hate Crime Statistics

Vassar’s New York State Penal Law Hate Crime Statistics.

https://offices.vassar.edu/campus-safety/%20safety/alerts/
mailto:registrar@vassar.edu
https://offices.vassar.edu/campus-safety/resources/hate-crime-laws-reporting-information-and-statistics/
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Vassar’s Federal Clery Act Hate Crime Statistics can be found in the Annual Security and Fire Safety Report.

Vassar Federal Clery Act Crime Statistics can also be found on the U. S. Dept. of Education website.
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Learn more about our

comprehensive campaign →

Annual Security and Fire Safety Report Consumer Information (HEOA) Title IX
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